
 

 

BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
September 13th 2016 

 
The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on September 
13th 2016 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Brian Braun, and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: Charles Enter, 
County Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; Robert Santaella, 
Asst. Zoning Administrator. Members of the public included: Kevin Barnhart, Judy Havemeier, Robert Braulick, 
Dean Havemeier, Steven Franta, James Schindele, John Knisley, and Darvin Turbes.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tohal at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the August 8th 2016 meeting as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 4-0. 
 
The first item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0025 by Brian & Christine Braun on 
property described as SW4 of the SE4, Sec28-Twp110N-R33W, Prairieville Township, Brown County for the 
purpose to renew CUP #C-00146 to continue to allow up to a maximum of 1620 AU (5400 Head) total 
confinement hog finishing operation located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   
 Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Tohal asks about the direction the land 
slopes from the site and if there were any signs of overflow from the pits. Sletta confirmed the ground slopes 
towards judicial ditch 60 and no signs of overflow were present. Potter says he received concern about the 
permit and a requirement of trees, he informed the citizen that the decision to require trees is a case by case 
basis. Potter recommended they contact the Planning and Zoning Office. Tohal asks Hanson if a requirement for 
tree planting is a reasonable condition. Hanson confirmed it would be a reasonable condition.  
 Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 3-0 vote. Brian Braun abstaining from the vote because of conflict. 
 
The second item of business was a Preliminary Plat APP-P-009 by John & Brooke Knisley known as Harmony 
Acres Subdivision on a property described as Lot1, Block 1, Harmony Acres Subdivision and part of the E2 of NE4 
Section 23, Linden Township, Brown County.Parcel being platted is an existing single lot subdivision that is 
having additional land added to it, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Tohal asks what area is being added to the 
lot. Knisley provides background on the plat and explains which area is being added to the existing site. 
Tohal asks what the additional land will be used for. Knisley says the additional land will be planted into 
an orchard. Hanson states for the record Knisley is a Brown County employee. Potter states he will 
abstain from the vote for this reason.    

 
Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 3-0 vote. With Potter abstaining from the vote. 
 
 
The third item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0026 by Schwartz Family LLC on 
property described as Part of SE4 of the SW4 of Section 20-Twp108N-R34W, Bashaw Township, Brown County for 
the purpose to renew & amend the current SUP #C-00191 to reduce the current 711AU to a maximum of 630AU 
in a hag finishing operation, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.  



 

 

 Discussion: Sletta Provides Background on the Application. Tohal asks why the applicant is dropping in 
animal units. Barnhart explains that the old permit had another site permitted with it. The smaller site was not 
purchased by Schwartz Farms so they are lowering the Animal Units to reflect the current operation. Potter states 
he knows where the site is and doesn’t know of any issue with the site. 
 

Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote.  
 
The fourth item of business was a multi lot (3) split/combine by Darvin Turbes known as Turbo’s Cottonwood 
View Subdivision on property described as part of E2, Sec24-Twp109N-30W, Cottonwood Township, Brown 
County. Parcels being platted are three previously platted parcels being replatted as three new parcels, two bare 
lots and one parcel to include all existing buildings into one parcel, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection 
Zoning District.  
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Tohal asks about lot 2’s east line. Turbes 
provided background on the proposed line and stated it was a part of the agreement between the potential 
buyer for the acres of land they wanted with the house.  
 
 Motion was made by Braun and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote. 
 
The Fifth item of business was a Conditional Use Application #APP-C-0027 by Lorin Helget on property described 
as SW4 of the NE4 of Section 10-Twp108N-R32W, Albin Township, Brown County for the purpose to renew 
existing CUP #C-00087 to continue to allow a maximum of 900 AU (3000 head) of finishing hogs, all located in 
the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the site. No comments have been made on the site.  
 
 Motion: was made by Braun and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 Vote.  
 
The sixth item of business was a Conditional Use Application #APP-C-0028 by James Schindele on the property 
described as SE4 of SE4 of the NW4, Section 33-Twp112N-30W, North Eden Township, Brown County to permit 
existing CUP #C-00356 to allow a 250’X250’X25’ Deep gravel mining operation to include screening & extraction 
of gravel, No hot-mix plant, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.  
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Potter asks if the pit is active. Schindele 
confirms the pit is active and that he has owned it for three years. Tohal asks if any complaints have been made 
on the site. Sletta says one was made with previous owner and one with the current owner both of which were 
corrected in a timely fashion. Potter asks about how much gravel is hauled annually. Schindele confirms about 8 
tons. Potter asks about the life span of the mine. Schindele states about 2-3 years. Mohr asks about reclamation. 
Schindele confirms that he has a plan for reclamation of the mine and for there to be a pond with wetland 
vegetation when it is reclaimed. Tohal asks about any water diversion from the intermitten stream to feed the 
reclaimed wetland. Schindele confirms the stream will not be redirected, that the water will be surface water. 
Braun asks about the water possibly leaving the mine through the box culvert and what filter area it has. 
Schindele says just the sediment trap and the grass in the ditch.  
 
 Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 Vote.  



 

 

 
  

The seventh item of business was a Re-Zoning application #APP-RZ-0001by Judy Havemeier on property 
described as NE4 of NE4, Section 29-Twp 109N-30W for the purpose of rezoning approximately 4 acres of land 
North of County Highway 24 in the NE4 of NE4 of Section 29 in Cottonwood Township from A-1 Agricultural 
Protection Zoning District to R-1 General Residential District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Franta provides background on the Havemeier 
situation with the land being in a trust. Tohal asks about the need for a well to support the additional house. Dean 
Havemeier says that well on the property used to support a cattle operation and would be sufficient to 
accommodate another residence. Potter asks why the land to the south is zoned R-1. Sletta provides background 
on the zoning history. Sletta says lot 3 is included in the re-zone to clean up the re-zoning and not create a spot 
zoning situation. Judy Havemeier states that there is driveway access on the west of lot one shared with the Dahl 
House. Potter asks if an easement is present for the shared driveway. Jusy Havemeier states most of the driveway 
is on their property. Potter says an easement would be good to clarify who has access. Sletta says we will check on 
the status of an easement.  
 Motion was made by Braun to approve with the condition that lot 3 remains in the A-1 District a second 
was not obtained. The motion failed.  
 Discussion: Potter says it would be cleaner if all would change to R-1.  
 Motion was made by potter and seconded by Tohal to approve as is.  
 Discussion: Franta provides information that by looking at the survey land is included that is not owned by 
the Havemeier’s. Santaella says the map that County Staff has provided for the packet has the correct land 
included in the rezoning. Braun asks about issues with use of the land related to A-1 and R-1 Zones adjoined to 
each other. Sletta confirmed no issues.  
 Motion by potter was withdrawn and resubmitted and seconded by Tohal to recommend to the County 
Board with the following conditions. 

Condition that the re-zone is based off of the map submitted by county staff and a new map is 
submitted by the surveyor for the County Board Meeting.  

The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 Vote.  
 
The eighth item of business was to discuss the proposed zoning ordinance revisions.  

Discussion: Sletta provided the background on the proposed zoning ordinance revisions and changes 
made from the last discussion.  
Motion was made by Braun and seconded by Mohr to recommend to the County Board for the purpose of 
setting a public hearing for the revisions.  

The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 Vote.  
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting for October 11th at 9am 
 Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Braun.  
The motion passed unanimously on a 4-0 Vote.  
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Robert Santaella, Asst. Zoning Administrator  


